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Voter Registration Initiatives 

By Nell Clay 
 
VOTE LIKE THE LIVES OF THE NEXT 
GENERATIONS DEPEND ON IT 

There are some of you that are seriously 
contemplating not voting in this election.  I am sure 
you have your reasons.  I want to tell you that this 
is one of the most important elections in our 
lifetime and why.   

KNOW YOUR HISTORY 

First Slaves  

¶ White Lion - In 1619, a Dutch ship, the White 
Lion, captured 20 enslaved Africans in a battle with 
a Spanish ship. They landed at Jamestown, Virginia 
for repairs from the battle. For food and supplies, 
the Dutch traded the enslaved Africans to the 
Colonials as indentured servants.  

¶ Indentured servants could eventually work 
themselves out of slavery after a set period, i.e.7 to 
9 years, and become free. 

¶ Slavery in the US eventually changed to ñChattelò 
slavery because farmers wanted permanent labor 
that was free. With Chattel slavery, neither the 
enslaved person, nor anyone that was born into 
their family could ever be free.   
 

¶ From 1619 to 1869, 250 years, Africans were 
forcefully taken from their country, sometimes 
marched for weeks in shackles, beaten at the will of 
their ruthless captors, and held in bondage before 
being placed in the bowels of revolting, 
insalubrious slave ships. 

¶ Even though President Abraham Lincoln got the 
Emancipation Proclamation passed in 1863, all 
slaves were not set free. Only slaves in designated 
states and parts of some designated states were 
declared free.   

¶ On June 19, 1865, Union General Gordon 
Granger led thousands of federal troops to 
Galveston, Texas to announce that the Civil War 
had ended, and slaves had been freed.  This date 
celebrated as ñJuneteenthò is the date that slavery 
ended for all. 

¶ For 250 years, enslaved Africans were forced to 
build, develop, cultivate crops, thereby increasing 
the wealth of their captors while being treated 
worse than animals. Women and children were 
raped. Families were separated at will. They were 
whipped if they tried to educate themselves. They 
were beaten if they did not work hard enough, long 
enough, fast enough, or did not produce enough. 
They were dehumanized, demoralized, brutalized, 
degraded, and debased.                                            
         See VOTE, pg.4 

By Nell Clay 
 
 The Board of Directors of the Springfield & 
Central Illinois African American History Museum 
(AAHM) have been moved and inspired by the 
massive, diverse crowds protesting against justice 
and were inspired to do something.  Have you 
thought about what you can do to help the cause 
and make your voice heard?  There are so many 
issues that need to be addressed. How do you pick 
one and focus on that? How can we impact positive 
change in our community? 

ñOUR VOTE IS OUR MICROPHONE, 
ABSOLUTE RIGHT, AND OBLIGATION 

 The AAHM in cooperation with several 
organizations in our community, served as hosts for 
voter registration drives.  In order to make a 
significant impact in our community, state and our 
country, we need to work together to get everyone 
in Springfield and Sangamon County who is 
eighteen and older registered to vote. After 
registering, everyone must vote.                              
        See Initiative, pg.8 

VOTE  VOTE  VOTE 



2                                                                                                                                                           

* We will tell authentic stories 
about African American life in 
Central Illinois, past and present, 
celebrating and sharing our 
history and culture while planning 
our future. 
 
* We will do this through 
scholarship, oral history, exhibits, 
partnerships, our board of 
directors, our supporters and our 
friends. We are and will continue 
to be community builders. 
 
* We recognize that our stories 
are unique but connected to 
those of other communities and 
we will support those 
interconnections. We will be 
integral to the cultural life of our 
area. We will partner with like-
minded organizations. We will be 
proactive in our community. We 
will study and apply best 
practices in business, scholarship 
and communication.  
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 Our work at the Springfield & Central Illinois 
African American History Museum (AAHM) over 
the past nine years has touched, informed, surprised, 
and educated many about African American History 
related to Springfield,  Central Illinois, Illinois and 
our nation. It has only been possible because of 
members and friends like you that have consistently 
supported the AAHM. 

 As you know, we were closed due to COVID19 
from March to August 2020 and only recently 
reopened with limited hours.  We are now open 
Thursday through Friday, 12-4 pm and Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm.  We are 
requiring masks, social distancing and practicing all the recommended safety 
guidelines. You must call and make an appointment to visit the Museum because 
of capacity guidelines. 

 We have worked to stay connected with you throughout this social distancing 
period by loading text, informational videos, and biographies on our website. 
You can still visit our website and see them. 

 We are in the process of finalizing an exhibit about the four oldest African 
American churches in Springfield.  So, if you want to see our current exhibits, 
come by the Museum soon for we must take an exhibit down before we can put 
one up. The church exhibit should go up by the 1st of November. 

 For all those that became sponsors in our Virtual Fundraiser, this information 
will be posted on our website on October 29, 2020, the same day we had 
planned our annual fundraiser.  We thank you and know that we sincerely 
appreciate your support. For those of you who have not donated, you still have 
time to go to our website and become a sponsor. 

Stay safe, and God bless. 

Nell R. Clay, President 
AAHM Board of Directors 

O  M  

SMILE AMAZON.COM 
Here is an easy way to have donations given to the museum. Do you buy from Amazon? 
Go to smile.Amazon.com and find where you can select a charity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Designate Springfield African American History Foundation.  
Amazon donates a percentage of each purchase to the museum without you doing any-
thing else except feel good about how you, without paying a penny, were able to support 
the museum. 
Thank you for your support!  

Letter from the President 
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AAHM Commemorates American Icons  
By James Lewis 

 John Lewis grew 
up in rural 
Alabama. While in 
college in Nashville, 
he became a leader 
in the civil rights 
movement and the 
new organization, 
the Student Non-
Violent Coordinating 

Committee (SNCC). Johnôs work for social justice drew him 
into the Freedom Rides (1961), into speaking at the March on 
Washington (1963), and into organizing the Voting Rights 
March from Selma to Montgomery (1965), leading to the Voting 
Rights Act.  

 John then became a Congressman from Atlanta, serving 
as the conscience of the Congressðand the countryðfor the 
remainder of his life. One of his last public acts: standing in 
appreciation of Black Lives Matter Plaza, next to the White 
House. John wrote Walking With The Wind about his early years 
and three graphic books about the March from Selma to 
Montgomery. He asked us all to seek out ñgood trouble,ò as we 
stand with each other and try to make our world better for each 
other. 

I met John Lewis--twice.  For me, just talking with him 
briefly--among the highlights in my life! In 2014, John walked 
into the room, to speak at lunch at a United States Attorneyôs 
conference. Every United States Attorney got up, surrounded 
him, spoke with him, had a picture with him. For us, he was a 
shining light in the struggle for justice--our struggle. It took us a 
while to settle back down and listen to what he had to say--and 
what he had to say was powerful to us all. 

What did I say that day when I spoke with him? I told him 
that I had three civil rights arrests in Mississippi (in 1965 and 
1966) - these are badges of honor for civil rights workers. I said 
that I thought he had about 20. I underestimated him: he said it 
was about 40. 

And then, in 2015, John came to the University of Illinois at 
Springfield, to talk about his graphic novels, providing the 
peopleôs point of view about the voting rights struggle in Selma, 
Alabama. During dinner in the PAC, I got to talk with John 
about our colleagues in the struggle. I have a picture of the two 
of us talking, and I treasure this picture. After dinner, he spoke 
to a large and enthusiastic audience in the big auditorium, and he 
acknowledged me. He acknowledged me! I will always be 
touched by this moment of grace.  

I loved meeting and talking with him. I love reading about 
him. He is my hero. He is Americaôs hero, in Americaôs 
fundamental struggle--to honor its ideals and its purpose. 

NOTE: Jim Lewis was a civil rights worker and civil rights lawyer in 
Mississippi (1965-1973), the United States Attorney for Central Illinois 
(2101-2016), and is now Treasurer for AAHM.            

   

By Kathryn Harris 

 Maya was right when 
she described a phenomenal 
woman and Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg (Notorious RBG) 
hit all the right notes.  She 
and ñThe Notorious BIGò, 
Christopher Wallace/Biggie 
Smalls shared a thing or two 
in common:  Both called 
Brooklyn, NY ñhomeò and 
both made and changed 
history:  The Notorious BIG 
in music and The Notorious 
RBG in law.   

 Although she was small in stature, she was a force to be 
reckoned with.  Her service on the Supreme Court of the US 
(SCOTUS), from 1993 until her death on September 18, 2020, 
was phenomenal as well. 

 RBG was the second woman to be appointed to the Court 
and she often aligned herself with the more liberal justices.  She 
wrote many of the significant majority opinions of the Court and 
was an advocate for gender equality and womenôs rights. 
Noteworthy cases which came before SCOTUS during her 
tenure included US v Virginia (VA Military Institute; women 
were admitted); Ledbetter v Goodyear (equal pay for women); 
Roe v Wade (abortion rights); and Shelby County v Holder 
(voting rights).  She was also known for her dissenting opinions 
as in Shelby County v Hunter and Burwell v Hobby Lobby 
(contraceptive use). 

 RBG was first in her class at Columbia Law School and was 
a mother during this time; she taught at Rutgers Law School and 
her alma mater at a time when few women were law school 
faculty members. She was a huge opera fan; her relationship 
with SCOTUS Justice Antonin Scalia, her ideological opposite, 
was admirable.   

 Her wit and wisdom can be summarized in some of her 
quotes: 

ñIt is not womenôs liberation; it is womenôs and menôs 
liberation.ò 

ñI try to teach through my opinions, through my speeches, how 
wrong it is to judge people on the basis of what they look like, 
color of their skin, whether theyôre men or women.ò 

óMy law school class in the late 1050s numbered over 500. That 
class included less than 10 women.ò 

ñMy approach, I believe, is neither liberal nor conservative. 
Rather, it is rooted in éour democratic society.ò 

ñFight for the things you care about but do it in a way that will 
lead others to follow you.ò 

 To learn more about RBG, visit your local library or 
bookstore and watch the 2018 documentary, ñOn the Basis of 
Sexò. 
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So, what are YOU reading? 

By Shannon Dewith-McCormack and Betsy Dollar 
 
Each year the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) awards 
Our Town grants to fund artists-community collaborations that 
help strengthen communities by making systemic improvements 
in capacity building and using the arts and culture to advance 
economic, physical and social changes.  We submitted our 
application in August 2020, requesting $150k grant approval ï 
this means NEA would award $75k and the City, County and 
others would match with dollars and in-kind of at least $75k. 
With the help of Senator Dick Durbinôs office and many others ï 
we submitted our application and look forward to the NEAôs 
awards announcement April 2021.  We will, of course, continue 
to keep the community informed and engaged.  
Below are excerpts from the application: 
  
Lincolnôs hometown has one of the largest income disparities 
between black and white residents in the country. The overall 
Black population is 19.9% with over 50% residing on the 
Eastside. 80% of Eastside homes are owner-occupied with 40% 
of those owned free and clear, 10% more than rest of 
city. However, it has Hypervacancy ï 20% or more of the blocks 
have vacant lots or buildings. Black poverty rate is higher than 
all of the downstate Illinois cities studied in 2019, 41% for black 
residents, and 11% for white residents.  The 10th Street railroad 
tracks physically divide the Eastside from downtown. 
Downtown is undertaking revitalization efforts and a new 
transportation center is planned for the area west of the tracks in 
2025.  Although conversations around holistic equitable 
redevelopment on the Eastside are happening there is a divided 
state of mind on how and where to begin.  Disparities and 
inequities are evermore glaring by COVID19, and the angst and 
longing for justice has been reawakened by the social justice 
protests and dialogues. This is evidenced by the over 6,000 
mostly masked diverse participants of the BLM car march and 
rallies, the near dozen online race conversations and book clubs, 
and the overwhelming cross-sectional input and support for this 
application. May 31st has been legally declared Black Lives 
Matter Day. Community residents are working to preserve 4 
Eastside cultural sites:  1908 Race Riot excavation, the Colored 
Fire Station, the Dr. Taylor arts & science school for coloreds, 
and the Lincoln Colored Home. The community-driven Better 

Angels Wayfinding plan (BA) will provide a creative way to 
connect Eastside cultural places and spaces to over 10 cultural 
sites downtown and across the city. The BA timeline coincides 
with redevelopment planning and preservation efforts already 
underway.  This project allows us to turn the walls that divide us 
ïphysically and socially ï into bridges that connect us. 
 
Art heals. Telling oneôs story and being heard is healing and 
empowering. The key design component for every aspect of this 
project is the stories collected from the people. Documenting the 
ideas, experiences, challenges, hopes, and dreams, history and 
culture of Eastside residents will inform and drive the creative 
process for the artists/designers and the final products. 
Community approved jury-selected artists will collaborate with 
the community to develop a Better Angels Wayfinding plan 
(BA) that connects Eastside historic and significant spaces and 
places to the rest of town. This creative placemaking  builds 
upon and fills the gap for current segregated development and 
preservation plans. A documentary film will combine 
community stories and history with BA plan generation and 
mural production. The target population is Eastside residents 
especially black males, and youth and young adults. Individually 
and collectively the projects give voice and agency to Eastside 
citizens in a permanent way and provides a space for arts/culture 
and history to heal, unify, and to influence and spur equitable 
economic development. 
 
To not only give voice, but responsive ears and creative hearts 
will validate the experience and offer opportunities and avenues 
for awareness, change, social justice, significant physical 
improvement, and economic growth. Making the invisible 
visible, the core issues can be seen and actively addressed. The 
Eastside community is mighty and already organizing for 
change.  Our partners represent a spectrum of age groups 
strengthened through relationships. Everyone wants to be heard 
and to be part of positive change. Everyone is ready for change; 
this is an opportunity to change toward a Better Angels 
Springfield.  
 
The Springfield Better Angels Walls to Bridges project is but 
one steppingstone toward creating a sustainable hometown by 
intentionally focusing upon revitalizing our Eastside with the 
Eastside community. Not for the Eastside community. 

 

With this Newsletter issue, we are starting this columné. 
 
Board President Nell Clay is reading: Derrick Bell: Faces at the Bottom of the Well (1992)   
And she recommends anything by E. Lynn Harris, an excellent fiction author; Digital Fortress  (1998) by Dan Brown, who also 
wrote The DaVinci Code (2003); and Michael Eric Dyson: Tears we cannot Stop (2017) 
 
Kathryn Harris, writer for this column, has a few books to recommend: Jeff Rosen: Conversations with RBG (2017) 
Erica Armstrong Dunbar: She came to Slay; the life and times of Harriet Tubman (2019) 
Colson Whitehead: The Nickel Boys (2019), a novel about a Southern reform school during segregation  
Jon Meacham: His Truth is Marching On; John Lewis and the Power of Hope (2020) 
Ibram X. Kendi:  How to be an antiracist   (2019) 
Robin DiAngelo:  White Fragility; why itôs so hard for white people to talk about racism (2018) 

Application for Our Town Grant 
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Shine a Light Project 
By Ken Page, President, Central 3 Community First Project, Inc. 
 
 The 501c3 ñCentral 3 Community First Project, Inc.ò for the 
Prince Hall Masons of Central Lodge #3 received a grant from 
the Community Foundation for the Land of Lincoln. The project 
focuses attention on historic African American landmark 
buildings on Springfieldôs near eastside. Three eastside historic 
landmarks are in great need of restoration. They are the First 
Black Firehouse, the Lincoln Colored Home, the Taylor House/
Ambidexter Institute for African American Children. Other 
buildings and sites of former buildings also have significance to 
our cityôs Black history. This project will develop support for 
preservation of the landmark buildings and will generate public 
interest in renovating buildings throughout the neighborhood, 
helping to revitalize the area. Landmark African American Sites. 
 

¶  Springfieldôs Firehouse No. 5 stands as a memorial to the 
brave African American firefighters who served here and as a 
reminder of a racially segregated past. Because of this, Firehouse 
No. 5 is a part of the cityôs history worth remembering and 
preserving. Built in 1902-03, it opened with horse-drawn fire 
wagons and was considered one of the best units in the town, 
being responsible for responding to fires east of 10th Street. Not 
all its history is pleasant, as it was the first firehouse to answer 
the alarm to extinguish the homes and businesses of black 
citizens that were torched by angry white mobs during the 1908 
Race Riot. This riot led to the formation of the NAACP. This 
significant historic structure is now owned by Central Lodge #3 
of the Prince Hall Masons, the oldest and longest continuously 
operating African American fraternal organization in 
Springfield, having been established in 1867. 

 

¶  Eva Carroll Monroe (1868-1950) created and operated the 
Lincoln Colored Home, the first orphanage for African 
American children in Sangamon County, from 1904 until 1933. 
As of early 2019, the building, though empty and boarded up, 
still stood at 427 S. 12th St. in Springfield. It was a struggle to 
create the home and keeping it open never got any easier. 

Monroe moved to Springfield from Kankakee in 1896 and went 
to work at the Prince Sanitarium, a private surgical facility at 
Seventh Street and Capitol Avenue, according to an application 
for historic designation on file at Lincoln Library. One day, the 
application says, ñMrs. Monroe é spotted several ragged little 
children on the street. She took them into her own meager 
lodgings and determined to establish a safe haven for children 
such as they who were not welcome at the Home for the 
Friendless, (a) ówhites onlyô orphanage in existence at that time.ò 

¶  The historic John Wycliff Taylor House on the near-east side 
of Springfield (902 South 12th Street) is in critical condition and 
in need of restoration. The 20-room, two-story home on some 30 
acres of unincorporated land, was built in 1856-7 by Judge John 
Wycliff Taylor, a contemporary of the Lincolns. Ten years later 
he sold the house, and it became the Ulrich Home for Fallen 
Women where hundreds of women and their children born out of 
wedlock were cared for and reintegrated into society. In 1901 the 
house became the Ambidexter Industrial and Normal Institute for 
African American children, modeled after the Tuskegee Institute. 
Arts and sciences were taught as well as domestic skills and 
period trades. A glee club and a literary society were formed. 
Funding, however, was always a struggle. The newly formed 
Institute was denied the use of a public-school building and so 
purchased the Taylor House. An addition was built to 
accommodate its growing enrollment.  
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VOTE, continued from pg.1 

African Americans after the Civil War (1865- 1872) 

In 1865, after the Civil War, the long process of Reconstruction 
began. Congress passed new laws to give African Americans 
freedom.  

The 13 Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, ratified in in 
1865 officially ended slavery.  

ό{ŜŎǝƻƴ мύ bŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛǘǳŘŜΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ 
ŀǎ ŀ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
Řǳƭȅ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘŜŘΣ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴΦ 

This section of the 13th Amendment was later used to create a 
new form of systematic slavery ï a prison system of slaves. 
Blacks were arrested, fined, and placed in prisons in huge 
numbers for things for which Whites were not even arrested. 
These prison camps were run like slave camps.  

The 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, ratified in 
1868, granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized 
in the United States, including former slaves, and 
guaranteed all citizens equal protection under the law 

The 15th Amendment ratified in 1870 states: ñThe right of 
citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any state on account of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude.ò   

Reconstruction.  

During the 12 years following the Civil War and the abolition of 
slavery, former slaves made meaningful political, social, and 
economic gains. Black men voted and even held public office 
across the South. Biracial experiments in governance flowered 
and Black literacy surged, surpassing those of whites in some 
cities. Black schools, churches, and social institutions thrived.  

As the prominent historian Eric Foner writes in his masterwork 
on Reconstruction, ñBlack participation in Southern public life 
after 1867 was the most radical development of the 
Reconstruction years, a massive experiment in interracial 
democracy without precedent in the history of this or any other 
country that abolished slavery in the nineteenth century.ò 

Many scholars have identified more than 1,500 African 
American officeholders during the Reconstruction Era. 
Historian Canter Brown, Jr. noted that in some states, such as 
Florida, the highest number of African Americans were elected 
or appointed to offices after 1876 and the end of 
Reconstruction.  

But this moment in history was short-lived. Whites realized that 
the right to vote, gave Blacks too much power. 

As W.E.B. Du Bois wrote, the ñslave went free; stood a brief 
moment in the sun; then moved back again toward slavery.ò 

According to Douglas Blackmon, author of ñSlavery by 
Another Name,ò the choices made by Southern white 
supremacists after abolition, and the rest of the countryôs 
accommodation, ñexplain more about the current state  of 
American life, black and white, than the antebellum slavery that 
preceded.ò  The right to vote was systematically taken from 
Blacks. 

Ways Blacks Were Kept From Voting 

Violence - They were threatened, beaten, killed, homes burned 
down, lost their jobs and even forced from their homes. 

Literacy Tests ï Slaves were not allowed to learn how to read. 

Property Tests ï Only property owners could vote. 

Grandfather Clause ï If your grandfather voted then you could 
vote. 

Purges ï Names were purged from the voting role without 
notification. 

Former Prisoners ï Many Blacks were arrested on minor 
charges and given fines they could not pay, therefore they had a 
prison record and could not vote or were in jail and could not 
vote or could not pay fines. 

Poll Tax ï Poor Black and Whites could not afford the poll tax, 
therefore could not vote. 

Black Codes - Black codes were restrictive laws designed to 
limit the freedom of African Americans and ensure their 
availability as a cheap labor force after slavery was abolished 
during the Civil War. Though the Union victory had given some 
4 million slaves their freedom, the question of freed Blacksô 
status in the postwar South was still very much unresolved. 
Under black codes, many states required blacks to sign yearly 
labor contracts; if they refused, they risked being arrested, fined, 
and forced into unpaid labor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designed to reverse black advances, Redemption and the KKK  
organized efforts with white merchants, planters, businessmen, 
and politicians that followed Reconstruction. They employed 
vicious racial violence and state legislation as tools to prevent 
Black citizenship and equality promised under the 14th and 15th 
amendments. 

It was not until the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
was ratified in 1920 that women gained ñequalò rights to vote as 
men. This still did not guarantee the right to vote for African 
American women 

1965 Voting Rights Act ï Guaranteed all citizens the right to 
vote.  The voter suppression laws were declared illegal. Even 
after these Constitutional Amendments and Act were passed, 
access to voting became something to fight for, not a guaranteed 
right.  Voter suppression was prevalent throughout our country 
and became the way to keep our voices from being heard.  In 
2020, many states are still practicing various means and 
methods of voter suppression.                                                                               
                  See VOTE, pg.7 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconstruction_Era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canter_Brown,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._states
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
https://books.google.com/books/about/Black_Reconstruction_in_America.html?id=IqDEhQtoYEkC&source=kp_cover
http://www.slaverybyanothername.com/
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https://books.google.com/books/about/Forever_Free.html?id=10NdBej1_JEC



